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eject officials who were known to be hostile to the Eepublic;
it was still more essential to give such shape to the political
forms and so vivify political opinion that even the most un-
scrupulous officials could not turn them to the account of re-
action. Both steps were necessary to carry out a thorough
democratic programme. In fact, the whole scheme of ad-
ministration in Prance could not be permanently improved
merely by substituting one set of bureaucrats for another.
Much more drastic measures of a peaceful character were
indispensable, and these Opportunism thwarted. Gambetta
may not have given up his desire to carry these Eadical
measures in 1877 and 1878: lie still retained and expressed
his old opinions upon clericalism - and its sinister influence.
But he was no longer the vehement champion of the advanced
party at Versailles, and the position which he had abandoned
Clemenceau took up and pushed further to the front.

There was no matter on which the lines of cleavage between
the Eepublicans and the reactionists were more definitely and
clearly drawn than on the question of the Amnesty of the
Communists.   No man in the Assembly was stronger in favour
of their complete amnesty by law than Clemenceau.   This he
showed in 1876, and in his powerful advocacy of the release of
the great agitator and conspirator Blanqui in 1879.   Every
reactionary and trimming man of moderate views was bitterly
opposed to a policy of justice towards the victims of the whole-
sale measures of repression formulated by M. Thiers and so
frightfully carried out by General Gallifet and the Versailles
troops in 1871.   Even when measures of partial amnesty were
passed, their application was nullified as far as possible by
Ministers.   It was part of an organised policy to frighten the
bourgeoisie and peasants into another Empire.   The reprisals
of the Bloody Week and the transportations to Cayenne and
New Caledonia had not*by any means fully satisfied the ene-
mies alike of the Commune and the Eepublic.   So Clemenceau
and his friends never ceased their attacks upon M. Waddington
and others who took the rancorous conservative view of un-
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